IOM Supporting Documentation on Proposal for Additional Indicator for target 10.7

Please find below some initial information about our data collection efforts. As most national authorities do not collect data on missing migrants in a systematic way we have to draw on a range of different data sources. Since 2014, IOM has been collecting data from around the world on a daily basis. The Missing Migrants database is available online. Please find below more information about our data collection efforts.
 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]IOM’s Missing Migrants Project is currently the only open-source database collecting information on deaths and disappearances during migration worldwide. While the project has recorded more than 30,000 fatalities (and presumed fatalities) since its inception in 2014, the data coverage on this issue is highly incomplete. The nature of irregular migration means that many migrant deaths occur in remote regions of the world and are never recorded; similarly deaths on routes which cross bodies of water (e.g. the Mediterranean, Rio Grande) make it difficult to know if lives have been lost without a trace. Even when bodies are found, very few authorities disaggregate/centralize mortality statistics based on migratory status. As a consequence, MMP data are best understood as a minimum estimate of the true number of global migrant fatalities. You can read about the methodology used by the project in the short paper in Migration Policy Practice here, from p. 4-8.
 
In the coming months we plan to expand the Missing Migrants Project to include regional data monitors in each of IOM’s regional offices, and to develop a machine learning tool to scrape online social and news media reports on migrant deaths and disappearances. The first approach is being piloted in the MENA and WCA regions, where we are identifying focal points in each country office and mapping out relevant actors across these regions in order to establish stronger data reporting mechanisms.
 
With that said, there is always more that could be done to improve coverage, and including deaths at international borders as an SDG indicator would help encourage improvement in collecting such data. Acknowledging the importance of this as a metric for ‘safe migration’ would be particularly useful in encouraging states – who generally collect fairly robust mortality statistics – to disaggregate mortality data by migration status.


IOM Supporting Documentation on 


Proposal for Additional Indicator for target 


10.7


 


 


Please find below some initial informati


on about our data collection efforts. As most national authorities 


do not collect data on missing migrants in a systematic way we have to draw on a range of different data 


sources. Since 2014, IOM has been collecting data from around the world on a daily b


asis. The Missing 


Migrants database is available online. Please find below more information about our data collection 


efforts.


 


 


 


 


 


IOM’s 


Missing Migrants Project


 


is currently the only open


-


source database collecting information on 


deaths and disappearances


 


during migration worldwide. While the project has recorded more than 


30,000 fatalities (and presumed fatalities) since its inception in 2014, the data coverage on this issue is 


highly incomplete. The nature of irregular migration means that many migrant d


eaths occur in remote 


regions of the world and are never recorded; similarly deaths on routes which cross bodies of water (e.g. 


the Mediterranean, Rio Grande) make it difficult to know if lives have been lost without a trace. Even 


when bodies are found, ve


ry few authorities disaggregate/centralize mortality statistics based on 


migratory status. As a consequence, MMP data are best understood as a minimum estimate of the true 


number of global migrant fatalities. You can read about the methodology used by the 


project in the 


short paper in Migration Policy Practice 


here


, from p. 4


-


8.


 


 


 


In the coming months we plan to expand the Missing Migrants Project to inclu


de regional data monitors 


in each of IOM’s regional offices, and to develop a machine learning tool to scrape online social and 


news media reports on migrant deaths and disappearances. The first approach is being piloted in the 


MENA and WCA regions, where 


we are identifying focal points in each country office and mapping out 


relevant actors across these regions in order to establish stronger data reporting mechanisms.


 


 


 


With that said, there is always more that could be done to improve coverage, and including deaths at 


international borders as an SDG indicator would help encourage improvement in collecting such data. 


Acknowledging the importance of this as a metric for ‘s


afe migration’ would be particularly useful in 


encouraging states 


–


 


who generally collect fairly robust mortality statistics 


–


 


to disaggregate mortality 


data by migration status.


 


 




IOM Supporting Documentation on  Proposal for Additional Indicator for target  10.7     Please find below some initial informati on about our data collection efforts. As most national authorities  do not collect data on missing migrants in a systematic way we have to draw on a range of different data  sources. Since 2014, IOM has been collecting data from around the world on a daily b asis. The Missing  Migrants database is available online. Please find below more information about our data collection  efforts.           IOM’s  Missing Migrants Project   is currently the only open - source database collecting information on  deaths and disappearances   during migration worldwide. While the project has recorded more than  30,000 fatalities (and presumed fatalities) since its inception in 2014, the data coverage on this issue is  highly incomplete. The nature of irregular migration means that many migrant d eaths occur in remote  regions of the world and are never recorded; similarly deaths on routes which cross bodies of water (e.g.  the Mediterranean, Rio Grande) make it difficult to know if lives have been lost without a trace. Even  when bodies are found, ve ry few authorities disaggregate/centralize mortality statistics based on  migratory status. As a consequence, MMP data are best understood as a minimum estimate of the true  number of global migrant fatalities. You can read about the methodology used by the  project in the  short paper in Migration Policy Practice  here , from p. 4 - 8.       In the coming months we plan to expand the Missing Migrants Project to inclu de regional data monitors  in each of IOM’s regional offices, and to develop a machine learning tool to scrape online social and  news media reports on migrant deaths and disappearances. The first approach is being piloted in the  MENA and WCA regions, where  we are identifying focal points in each country office and mapping out  relevant actors across these regions in order to establish stronger data reporting mechanisms.       With that said, there is always more that could be done to improve coverage, and including deaths at  international borders as an SDG indicator would help encourage improvement in collecting such data.  Acknowledging the importance of this as a metric for ‘s afe migration’ would be particularly useful in  encouraging states  –   who generally collect fairly robust mortality statistics  –   to disaggregate mortality  data by migration status.    

